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If you are interested in 
writing an article for the 
DTE newsletter, please feel 
free to reach out to us! We 
love having new input and 
hearing new perspectives. 
We ask that articles have an 
educational component 
that is research based and 
utilizes solid sources.  

Letter from the Program Coordinator 
Barslund Judd (juddbars@msu.edu) 

 

Happy October and Happy Halloween! 

 

This year my front bed unintentionally had a “spooky” theme throughout 

the growing season. I chose three types of red hot pokers (Joker’s Wild, Jenny 

Bloom, and Gold Rush), Sweet Caroline® Raven™ sweet potatoes, ‘Lucifer’ 

crocosmia, Tiger Eyes® sumac, hardy banana, and a red plume celosia. Our night 

time frosts have reduced the bananas and sweet potatoes to a pile of mush. It 

was nice while it lasted! Our growing season has come and mostly gone at this 

point, although that hasn’t stopped my radishes and carrots that were planted 

late.  

Now is a great time to start thinking about your indoor garden and 

terrariums! This is a great way to scratch your gardening itch while staying cozy 

and warm inside. I have made a couple terrariums out of aquariums over the 

years. Basic glass aquariums are often sold at pet stores without tops, lights, or 

filters. They are often relatively inexpensive when they are on sale at $1-2 a 

gallon. I’d suggest 5-10 gallon aquariums as they are easier to move if needed. 

Aquarium lights on a timer work quite well for giving your plants supplemental 

light. The 

succulents in my 

succulent and 

cactus terrarium 

have happily 

bloomed on and 

off over the last 

year with only an 

aquarium light. 

Visit the fairy 

garden section of 

your local craft 

store. They often 

have rocks and 

miniature walls that will help you build topography inside your terrarium. 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful fall. I miss you all! 

 

Barslund Judd 

 

October 2020 
Volume 18, Issue 10 

mailto:juddbars@msu.edu


Featured Article 
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Reflections Upon A Square Foot Garden  
by Cheryl Borkowski 
 
 

I am not a beginner gardener, 

but need to ponder  

on why this garden floundered. 

 

Too little sun 

made it not much fun 

and the homemade compost sprouted weeds. 

 

The successes were the strawberries that will bear next year, 

pickle cucumbers which are so cute and dear 

and zinnias are now my favorite tall flower. 

 

The squirrels and rabbits 

got into some bad habits 

such as eating a pumpkin, beans and peas. 

 

Though it may seem this has been a fail 

next year I think I will sail 

through as a more seasoned, experienced gardener.* 

 

*Never stop learning! 



Flower of the Month 
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October Birth Month Flowers – The Marigold and the Cosmos!  

by Michelle Chockley  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marigolds (Tagetes spp.) are native to the highlands of Guatemala and Mexico where they have been used 
for medicinal and ceremonial purposes including Dia de los Muertos, The Day of the Dead. The smell is 
believed to help guide the spirits of the dead to their homes. Marigolds are easy to propagate using seeds and 
are a great starter flower if you want to try your hand at seed saving. They are deer resistant and attract 
butterflies and hummingbirds. 
 

Cosmos (Cosmos spp.) were grown by Spanish priests in their mission gardens in Mexico. “The evenly placed 
petals led them to christen the flower ‘Cosmos,’ the Greek word for harmony or ordered universe.” Cosmos 
originated in Mexico and South America. They are generally pest free annuals that love hot dry locations, poor 
soils and are self-seeding. They attract birds and butterflies such as the Monarch. 
 

 http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene6cc9.html 
 https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/flowers/cosmos/cosmos.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Joe Pye weed in bloom - Sasi Vemuri    

http://www.gardening.cornell.edu/homegardening/scene6cc9.html
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/archives/parsons/flowers/cosmos/cosmos.html


Outreach News 

By Kay McCullough 
At this time, there are no upcoming events that need EMG volunteers. Stay tuned!  
 
 

 
Gardener’s Logic Puzzle 

 

Outreach News, Puzzle 
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Swallowtail on my Ninebark - Michelle Chockley  



Gardening with Kids 

   
Gardening with Kids … Dried Apple Chips 
 
By Mary Yelland 
         

      

Apple trees need a lot of water to grow apples. Water is transferred from the roots through the trunk, to the 
leaves and fruit. Apples have a lot of this water. Use this activity to explore this water and end up with a 
yummy treat.  
You will need:  

 
Some apples     
A kitchen scale 
Kitchen utensils to peel and slice an apple 
A dehydrator or oven 
 

1. Peel and core an apple. Slice into thin slices; a mandolin slicer works best for this so all the slices are the 
same thickness.  

2. Weigh the apple and record the weight.  

3. Place the apple slices on a tray in a food dehydrator or on a rack placed in an oven preheated to 200°F. 
Apples should be in a single layer with room for air to circulate around them. If you are doing more than 
one apple, make sure you keep track of what slices belong to the apple you weighed.  

4. Allow the apples to dehydrate until they are dry and crisp.  

5. Weigh the apple slices after they are dry. Figure out how much water was in your apple. What percent of 
water is your apple? You can use the following formulas to figure it out.  

Weight of apple before dehydrating – weight of apple after dehydrating = weight of water 

   (weight of water / weight of apple before dehydrating) x 100 = percent of apple  

that is water 

6. Enjoy your dried apples as a snack. Store apple chips in an airtight container to maintain crispness. 

 

   

   
 
 
 
 
Acanthus mollis, Bear's Breeches eye catching & structural element  
  in the border -Trudy Brewer  
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Time to Harvest …… Pears 
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by Mary Yelland 
  
What did the fruit say to his girlfriend? ... We make a nice pear. 

Pears are an often-overlooked fruit but are a healthy and delicious addition to your menu. While techni-
cally the harvest of pears in Michigan is usually in August and September, a few late varieties may still be 
around. There are around 3,000 varieties of pears. Most of them fall into two main types. The European 
pear (Pyrus communis), sometimes called a French pear, is the common pear with the traditional skinny 
neck and fat bottom. The Asian pear (Pyrus pyrifolia) has a more rounded shape and is more reminiscent 
of an apple. Most pears in the U.S. are grown in California, Washington and Oregon. Michigan still pro-
duces a respectable number of pears generating well over a million dollars annually with Bartlett, Bosc 
and d ’Anjou being the top varieties. Pears are related to apples but can be easier to grow. They don’t 
require the intense spray schedule that apples do. Fruit is picked when mature but not ripe and finishes 
ripening off the tree. When the neck of the pear is soft, it is ripe and ready to eat. Since pears have a 
sweet and mild taste, they are often used as an ingredient in foods such as baby food, fruit glazes and 
fruit bars. However, pears can be used on their own as a delicious fruit in pies, baked goods, or eaten 
fresh. Here are a few recipes to try out with some pears.  

Small Batch Gingerbread Pear Muffins 

¼ cup molasses    ½ teaspoon baking soda  
⅓ cup brown sugar   ¼ teaspoon salt 
⅓ cup boiling water   ½ teaspoon cinnamon 
2 tablespoons melted butter  ½ teaspoon ginger  
1 egg     ¼ teaspoon cloves 
1 cup flour    1 pear - peeled, cored,  

        and diced 

Combine molasses, brown sugar, water, and butter. Stir in egg. Sprinkle 2 table-
spoons flour over diced pears. Add the rest to wet ingredients along with remaining ingredients and stir. 
Stir in floured pears.  
Fill paper lined muffin cups about ⅔ full and bake at 350°F for 20-25 minutes. Makes about 10 muffins. 

Almond Pear Tart 

          Pastry for single-crust pie (9 inches)            ¾ cup plus 2 teaspoons sugar, divided 
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour                  4 cups sliced peeled pears (about 4) 
3 tablespoons sliced almonds 

On a lightly floured surface, roll dough into a 10-in. circle. Transfer to a parch-
ment-lined baking sheet. In a large bowl, combine ¾ cup sugar and flour; add 
pears and toss to coat. Then spoon it over the center of the crust keeping 2 inch-
es from edges. Fold up edges of crust over filling, leaving the center uncovered. 
Sprinkle with remaining sugar. Bake at 450°F for 15 minutes or until the crust is 
golden and the filling is bubbly. Sprinkle with almonds; bake 5 minutes longer. 

Using the parchment, slide tart onto a wire rack to cool. 

Pear Quesadillas 

Cover about half of a large tortilla with grated cheese, chopped green peppers, minced onion, and sliced 
pears. You can use fresh or canned pears just make sure they are well drained and patted dry with a pa-
per towel. Fold the tortilla in half over the filling.  Heat a skillet over medium heat. Place folded tortillas 
on a dry skillet and heat until cheese melts and the tortilla browns slightly, about 2-4 
minutes each side.  

 One medium sized pear contains only 100 calories. 

 Pears are a very good source of dietary fiber. 

 World production of pears is only about one-quarter that of apples.  
 Pear trees can live for up to 75 years. 
 

 



VMS Corner 
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Michelle Chockley—Lead VMS Ambassador  (Cell: 810-210-6685) 

VMS Log in: https://michigan.volunteersystem.org/UniversalLogin.cfm 

Garden Watch 2020 Reminder: Email Mary Yelland photos of your personal home gardens to post in the VMS 
photo album (dmyelland@juno.com). Also, send Mary your favorite pictures you took at an approved project 
this year to be added to the VMS folder for that project. 
 
Reminder: The 2020 annual required hours for Extension Master Gardeners and Advanced Extension Master 
Gardeners is 10 education hours which are to be completed and reported in the VMS no later than December 
31, 2020. (The 20 volunteer hour requirement has been waived for 2020.) For those of you who are 
volunteering, please log hours as they count towards award recognitions.   
 

What is Emeritus and How do you Apply for Emeritus status?  
Emeritus Application submission period: November 1st – December 15th 

Application deadline: December 15, 2020 
 
Emeritus status is used to designate active Extension Master Gardeners who are no longer able to fully meet the 
volunteer service requirement for annual recertification.  
 
Emeritus status can only be granted with concurrence by the local Extension Master Gardener Coordinator 
(Barslund Judd) and the MSUE State MGP Designee. This designation is not intended for individuals who elect to 
pursue other interests or activities (i.e. job/career needs, raising a family, serving in other organizations, moving 
out of state, etc.). It is not intended for individuals who choose to be less active in the Michigan State University 
Extension Master Gardener Program.  
 
Criteria:  

1. Minimum of 500 hours of volunteer service  
2. 10 continuous years of volunteer service  
3. Exemplary service to the MSU Extension MGP  
4. Have limited ability to remain active  

 
Approved Emeritus EMGs are considered “limited active” which gives you the option to complete/report the 
annual hours or not complete the hours if you are not able. Regardless of status, all completed hours count and 
should be entered into the VMS. The difference for Emeritus is that if the annual hours are not completed, you 
can still continue in the program.  
 
In January, you would still do the recertification steps of completing the Annual Code of Conduct and your 
certification status, which as an emeritus would be “Limited Active.”  
 
If you meet the criteria and would like to apply, please contact Michelle Chockley by email: 
chockleym@gmail.com or by phone: (810) 210-6685. I will complete the form for you and submit it to Barslund 
Judd who will forward to Diane Brady. This is an online form and cannot be completed by hand. It only takes a 
few minutes to answer the questions and I am glad to help you!  
 
Currently in Genesee County we have 148 EMG’s on our roster, of which 11 are Emeritus (34 Trainees, 18 EMG, 
85 AEMG, 11 Emeritus). 3 Trainees have already reached their 40 hour goal! Congratulations! 
 
Forgot your password? Contact Michelle Chockley for a quick reset or request via the VMS login page.  

 

https://michigan.volunteersystem.org/UniversalLogin.cfm
mailto:dmyelland@juno.com


Master Gardener Association Genesee County 

Note from MGAGCM President—Joanne Gensel 

The Master Gardener Association of Genesee County Michigan (MGAGCM) is an association of Extension Master 

Gardeners (EMGs). Membership is optional for certified Extension Master Gardeners. The MGAGCM provides 

support to local EMGs through project funding, plant signage, and extra educational opportunities.  

Greetings Gardeners! 
The board had a meeting on October 5, 2020. Here are the takeaways from that meeting: 

1. The current board will remain in position through 2021 
a. Very little was accomplished during 2020 due to COVID-19 
b. There was no interest from members to run for board positions 
c. Unable to confirm 2020 membership to execute a fair election 

 MMGA has not confirmed who actually sent in the $5.00 fee 
2. The budget will remain the same as 2020 budget 

a. Very little money was spent this year 
b. Members may request “mini grants” from available funds in 2021 

 Requests for project money were not available to members in 2020 for 2021 

 Mini Grants allow fair access of funds to members for approved projects 
3. Alan Grove will assume the hospitality responsibilities previously held by Gloria Roudenbush 
4. MGAGCM will pay the $5.00 fee for 2021 for all EMGs that fill out and return an application to be 
members of MGAGCM. Barslund sent out a VMS email on October 19, 2020, containing a copy of 
the application and a cover letter. I am attaching a copy in the DTE as well. Please fill it out and re-
turn ASAP. 

a.  We will be creating our own directory for membership. This will allow us to contact each 
other for upcoming events and project help/updates 

b.  Provides an accurate list of members that can run for board positions and vote. It also gives 
you a vote on how money is spent ( we raise these funds)  

c.  I would like to add a photo to each member in the directory. This would help us put faces 
and names together- I would like membership feedback on this. 

Watch for emails from Barslund in November. Loretta is trying to set up a speaker for us at the Novem-
ber meeting  11.19.2020. 
 
Thank you to everyone for surviving a VERY Challenging year. Thanks to all the board members who 
agreed to serve another year and drag me along helping me get my tasks completed. 
 
We are all equally important in this association. If you would like to attend meetings or add items to 
discuss, I encourage you to let me know so I can add you to the invite list. I will make more effort this 
year to get the website populated with the documents that pertain to the membership.  
 
Joanne 
 

**MGAGCM = Master Gardener Association Genesee County Michigan (our local level association) 
(MGAGCM is one of affiliate chapters that make up MMGA, Inc. Membership is NOT required to 
be an Extension Master Gardener. Membership is for fundraising and social purposes.)  

*MMGA = Michigan Master Gardeners Association, Inc. (our state level association) 
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Master Gardener Association of Genesee County, MI (MGAGCM) 

Individual Chapter Membership Application 

By completing information, signing and returning application, you are a member of the MGAGCM 
Chapter. Upon budget approval, MGAGCM will pay MMGA $5.00 dues.  

Name: ___________________________________________________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________ Zip ______________ 

Phone   _____________________________E-mail _________________________________________  

Emergency Contact ___________________________________   Phone ________________________  

As a member of the Master Gardener Association of Genesee Co Michigan, I hereby agree to uphold 
the mission of Michigan State University Extension and the Master Gardener program.  

Signature: ____________________________________          Date:  ______________________  

MGAGCM Chapter Directory 
 
I give my permission to be in the MGAGCM Chapter Directory which will go out to our members.  
Contact will only pertain to MGAGCM activities, you will not be added to any other mailing lists.  
Yes ______ No _______    Initial _______   
  
Photo Release 

I give permission to MGAGCM to use my name, photographic likeness or audio-video recording that 
includes me while I participating in a Michigan Master Gardener activity.  I give permission for my im-
age to be used in all forms and media for advertising, trade or any other lawful purposes and I 
acknowledge that since my participation is voluntary, I will not receive financial compensation. Yes 
______ No _______      Initial _______    

 
Complete this form and mail to  

MGAGCM 

P.O. Box 981 

Grand Blanc, MI 48480 

Membership is open to every member who meets the yearly Extension Master Gardener (EMG) certifi-
cation and every new Extension Master Gardener Volunteer in Training (EMGVIT) currently working on 
basic certification. Per our Chapter Bylaws, all regular members of the Chapter must also be Regular 
Members of the MMGA (Michigan Master Gardener Association). All members of MGAGCM are mem-
bers of MMGA by default after submission and receipt of this application. 

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension pro-
grams and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin or gender. 

Questions: Contact Joanne Gensel 810-339-0764   jhgensel@gmail.com  
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President Joanne Gensel jhgensel@gmail.com (810) 339-0764 

1st Vice President Sabrina VanDyke brie0212@gmail.com (810) 407-0808 

2nd Vice President Loretta Ellwood ldellwood@aol.com (810) 344-7383 

Secretary Margaret Sowle leemar4321@frontier.com (989) 723-6074 

Treasurer Michelle Wareham m.wareham@yahoo.com (810) 919-2945 

Outreach Director Kay McCullough birdieball@aol.com (810) 635-9341 

Communication 
Director 

Mel Kennedy mkennedy60@charter.net (810) 275-8822 

MGAGCM Board of Directors 

Summer Garden -Joanie Snyder  
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Master Gardener Association Genesee County 

Websites:  
MGAGCM Website—www.geneseecountymg.org 
MGAGCM Facebook Page —www.facebook.com/groups/216904628327310/ 
MMGA Inc Website—www.michiganmastergardener.org 
MMGA Inc. Facebook Page—www.facebook.com/MichiganMG/  
 
 
MGAGCM Events: 

 

Jan. 16:  Seed Starting 101 – Deirdre Hope 

 Project ID:  Food: General Gardens 

Feb. 20:  Cactuses and Succulents That Will Prickle Your Fancy – Barslund Judd 

 Project ID:  Community: Beautification - Public Areas 

Mar. 19:  Michigan Invasives: A Look At The Past, Present and Future – with Brian Van Patten 

 Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: Invasive Pests and Plants  Cancelled due to COVID-19 

Ap. 16:  Extension Master Gardener Banquet [Potluck--MGAGCM provides chicken and beverage–watch for link 

to sign up!] Postponed 

May 16:  MGAGCM Native Plant Sale at Davison Farmers Market (Saturday, starting at 9:00 a.m.) Postponed 

until September 12th.) 
 

May 21:  Flowering Plants for the Cutting Garden – Jane Giblin Cancelled and presentation changed to 

 Yellow Stripey Things: Bees, Hornets and Wasps  – Abi Saeed / Project ID: Environmental Steward-

ship: IPM - General 

June 18:  Meeting at Wojo’s (Wojo’s Speaker…TBA) Cancelled  

June 28: Genesee County Extension Master Gardener Tour 2020 (Sunday, from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.) Postponed 

 Project ID:  Community: Beautification – Public Areas (If you visit all the sites, you’ll get 3.5 Ed. Hrs.) 

July TBD:  MGAGCM July Picnic (at Crossroads Village) Cancelled 

Aug. 20:  The Year in Blooms: Pollinators and their Relationship with Native Plants – Vince Ste. Marie 

 Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: IPM - Pollinators  Food Safety in the Home Garden – Mi-

cah Hutchinson   

 Project ID: Food: General Gardens 

Sept. 12 MGAGCM Native Plant Sale at the Davison Farmers Market (rescheduled from May 16th) [The link 

has an order form, plant list, and plant information.]  Postponed ‘til 2021 

Sept. 17:  Gardening for Pollinators – Jay Blair last minute chg:  Hops in the Home Garden – Barslund Judd 

 Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: IPM - Pollinators  Food: General Gardens 

Oct. 10:   Fall Into Spring Cancelled 

Oct. 15:  Native Michigan Wildflowers and Why You Want Them in Your Landscape – Sara Thomas 

 Project ID:  Environmental Stewardship: Native Plants 

Nov. 19:  Holiday Party 
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